¥ ‘ . + 
« - ot 
—_ 5 
re a 


Che Ginseng Maiden 


= 


The Ginseng Maiden 


Written and illustrated by Waban 


a. ‘ 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS 
ELIING 


First edition 4980 


Foreign Languages Press 
24 Baiwanzhuang Road, Beijing, China 


Printed in the People’s Republic of China 


1. Onee upon a fime, on the slopes of Phoenix Mountain, there 


herb, their healing powers were nol originally recognized. Here is 
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grew many ginseng plants. Now commonly known as a medicinal 
| a mythical story about how they came to acquire these powers. 


2. There once grew a great big ginseng plant on Phoenix Mountain 
which grew bigger and bigger until one day, after hundreds af 
years, it suddenly furned into a young maiden, 
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3. Since this maiden was transformed from ginseng, she 
naturally had neither father nor mother. She lived in the 
mountains and kept as her good friends sheep, rabbit, pheasant, 
squirrel, deer and peacock. They all called her “the Ginseng 
Maiden,” 


{The Ginseng Maiden was very 
kind-hearted and ulways thought of her 
when the peacock fell 
iL She collected herbs, and fed her water 
and food her bedside. The peacock 
recovered very quickly. 


friends, One 


5. The Ginseng Maiden and her friends lov- 
ed to work. They built houses and fences, 
gathered firewood, planted vegetables and 
collected fruit. In their spare time, they sang 
and danced. They lived a happy life. 


8. When she arrived, she found that the heavy rain had 
caused her friends to become seriously ill. The Ginseng 
Maiden was very worried. 


9. Overhead, black clouds appeared to laugh 
as if deliberately making things hard for them. 
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oF A yy appeared the sun who said 


amiably, “Don’t you worry, my children. 
There is an Eighty-Year-Old Immortal 
Sage who lives on the other side of the 
Gold Spring River. He knows medicine 
and will surely be able to help you.” 


11. Having heard thin, 
the (iimeemg Maiden and 
ber {reeds were very 
pheaed. She cad, “1 will 
go ore the Fighty-Vear-Oid 
Siege ond beara from hin 
the cure ta your Illmeu.~ 
All her friends vied with 
earh other in accompany 
her. 
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12. The sun said, “It’s far away 
from here to the Gold Spring 
River. One must climb moun- 
tains, go through forests and cross 
rivers. I think it’s best for the 
Ginseng Maiden to go alone. The 
rest of you should stay here to 
help with the preparations for her 
trip.” 


13. As the Ginseng Maiden was about to leave, the little rabbit 
and sheep gave her a pair of strawshoes they knit themselves; 
pheasant and squirrel seni her a basket of food; and the deer pre- 
sented her with a deer horn, saying, “Take il with you. It will help 
you when you meet up with danger.” Then the peacock told her, 
“I’m sure I will have an opportunily to help you in ihe future.” 


14. Carrying all the 
things that her companions 
had prepared for her, the 
Ginseng Maiden said her 
goodbyes and went on her 
Way. 


15. Sh alked on and on for eral days 


until finally she came upon a big rock on a 


ain slope. She ped there to rest. 


16. Suddenly, the sky 
became very overcast, and 


it began to rain. In no 
time, the torrents were so 
heavy (hat the ground was 
flooded everywhere. 
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17. The rain soon stapped, but (he Ginseng 
Maiden was stranded on the slope. While 
wailing, she vowed to herself, “No maiter 
how difficult it is, I must find the sage.” 
Then she cried out, “Fluod, fleod, please dry 
up quickly!” 
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19, As soon as the peacock finished her words 
she flew away. The Ginseng Maiden woke with a 
start. When she opened her eyes, she found a 
splendid feather right before her. 


20. She did as she was told. After she 
waved the feather three times, it actual- 
ly grew. Then she mounted it and 
together they flew away. 


untains and rivers, 
Then the feather 
ry beautiful, 


res, flowers and birds, just 


22. After passing 
through the meadows, 
the Ginseng Maiden 
approached a forest. 
As she entered it, she 
heard swallows erying, 
“Help! Help!" She 
lonked up and found a 
snake cailed araund 
the tree where a swal- 
low nest was. 


23. Suddenly the snake 
opened its..mouth and 
rushed towards the Gin- 
seng Maiden as if it were 
going to swallow her up, 


21. Oh no! the Ginseng Maiden 
thought to herself. Then she was 
inded of the little deer’s words: 
c horn can protect you if you 
d meet up with danger! So 
took out the horn, and it glitter- 


so brightly that the snake could 
hardly open its eyes. Then the 
Ginseng Maiden threw it at the 
nake which immediately made its 


scape. 


25. The little swallows flew 
oul of their nest and said, 
“Thank you, dear maiden!” 
Just then, the mother swallow 


returned and learned what had 
happened, 


26. “Thank you ever so much, dear maiden!” the mother 
said. Then she asked, “Where are you going?” “To 
the Gold Spring River io see the Eighiy-Year-Old Immortal 
Sage,” the Ginseng Maiden replied. “The river is just at the 
end of this forest.” 


27. The Ginseng Maiden said 
bye. and left the forest. When 
iched the bank of the river, 
w a little fish swept ashore, 
panting. 
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28, The Ginseng Maiden carried the fish carefully back 
into the river. Flapping its tail the little fish said, “Thank 
you, my dear maiden! I am sure I will have an opportunity 
to help you in the future.” 
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29. The Ginseng Maiden attempted to cross the river but she could 
not, lor the waler was deep and the waves turbulent. Just then, 
two swallows arrived carrying iwo large lotus leaves in (heir beaks. 
They cried, “Dear maiden, these lotus leaves can be used as a 


boat.” 


seng Maiden thanked 
fur their help, then 
mnie Te: ail on her head and the 
in the river, The lotus leaves 
larger and larger until they 
as large as a boat, She climbed 


31. Though the water flowed fast, the lotus leaf boat 
sailed forward steadily, for ihe little fish and ils com- 
Panions were protecting it, 
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on the boat approached the opposite shore. 
The seng Maiden bid ihe fish farewell, then 
landed. 


®. When she climbed out of 

the boat, she saw an oid man 
with a long white beard stand- 
ing before her. The Ginseng 
Maiden guessed thai the man 
must certainly be ihe Eighty- 
Year-Old = Immortat Sage. 
“Welcome, dear maiden!" said 
the old man. 


35. The Gimseng Maiden took the elixir 
bottle and returned to Phoenix Mountain. 
Those who were ill were given the elixar (6 
drink. They very quickly recovered, [ater, 
the Ginseng Maiden used the leftover 
io sprinkle on all the ginseng which 
started to dehydrate in the dry weatne 

After absorbing the ela) ihe 
plants too acquired strong medic 
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